
Agenda Item 6 
 
Public Questions to be answered at the Council meeting on 26 March 
2026. 
 

Members of the Executive to answer the following questions submitted by members 
of the public in accordance with the Council’s Constitution: 
 
(A)  Question not related to an item of business submitted to the Portfolio 
Holder for Public Safety and Capital Projects (Built Environment) by Alison 
May:  

“Air and water pollution are inherently transboundary. For example West Berkshire's 
sewage discharges, permitted or illegal, flow downstream impacting upon 
communities located within the Kennet Lower Valley area, via the River Kennet's 
tributaries and onto the River Thames. Our neighbouring local authorities, in particular 
Reading, continue to be subject forms of pollutants emanating from West Berkshire. 
Can the council update citizens with previous and future plans of engagement with 
Reading Borough Council which seek to address air and water pollutions challenges?”  

 

(B) Question not related to an item of business submitted to the Portfolio 
Holder for Environment and Highways by Alison May:  

“During 2024 West Berkshire Council hosted a meeting to address the challenges and 
implications associated with sewerage infrastructure, both Thames Water and the 
Environment Agency were in attendance. Subsequent to this meeting associated 
challenges continue to persist. Can the Council provide a progress update on plans to 
convene a public meeting with Thames Water and the Environment Agency?”  

 

(C) Question not related to an item of business submitted to the Portfolio 
Holder for Culture, Leisure, Sport and Countryside by Alison May:  

“Local Nature Recovery Strategies (LNRSs) are spatial strategies for nature and 
environmental improvement as required by law under the Environment Act 2021. 
Berkshire's LNRS, which includes West Berkshire, was ratified by all Berkshire 
Councils resulting in the formal publication of Berkshire's LNRS on 7 October 2025. 
The next phase includes the implementation of the strategy to reconnect habitats and 
boost biodiversity. Can the Council provide a progress update on next steps?”  

 

(D) Question not related to an item of business submitted to the Portfolio 
Holder for Transformation and Corporate Programme by Alison May:  

“The Council's Transformation programme is a welcome initiative providing citizens 
with open and transparent access as the programme progresses through defined 
project phases.   

Can the Council provide details of plans to mitigate against bias when considering the 
inclusion or exclusion of future transformation projects?”  

 

 

https://www.westberks.gov.uk/constitution

